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Though often discussed in relation to nuclear war or a similarly chaotic scenario, “Continuity of 
Government” plans can be triggered even by popular, nonviolent opposition to an unpopular war 
abroad. It exists solely to keep the current system in place, regardless of the cost. 


Last week, Newsweek published a report entitled “Inside The Military’s Top Secret Plans If Coronavirus 
Cripples the Government,” which offers vague descriptions of different military plans that could be put 
into effect if the civilian government were to be largely incapacitated, with a focus on the potential of the 
current novel coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic to result in such a scenario. 


The article’s author, William Arkin, largely frames these plans as new, though — buried deep within the 
article — he eventually mentions that such contingency plans can be traced back to the Eisenhower 


administration (though they were in place before) and have since been developed and updated by most 
subsequent administrations, largely through the issuance of executive orders. Arkin also points out that 
some of these “Continuity of Government”, or COG, plans include the “devolution” of leadership and 
Constitutional authority, which he notes “could circumvent the normal Constitutional provisions for 
government succession, and military commanders could be placed in control around America.” 


Yet, there are key aspects of COG and its development that Arkin leaves out. For instance, in his timeline 
on how such plans have developed in the post-World War II era, he conveniently fails to mention any of 
the Reagan administration’s major changes to COG, including the Reagan-era Executive Order on which 
all current COG programs are based. Indeed, many of the “extra-Constitutional” aspects of COG that 
Arkin mentions began during the Reagan administration, when these plans were redrafted to largely 
exclude members of Congress, including the Speaker of the House, from succession plans and even 
moved to essentially eliminate Congress in the event of COG being implemented, with near total power 
instead being given to the executive branch and the military. It was also during this time that the 
“devolution” aspect of COG was hammered out, as it created three president-cabinet “teams” to be 
stationed in different parts of the country outside of the nation’s capital. Arkin’s decision to not mention 
how COG was a major focus of the Reagan administration is striking_given that that administration 
poured hundreds of millions of dollars annually into COG planning and development and also conducted 
COG drills on a regular basis. 


Furthermore, the Miami Herald revealed in 1987, that the COG programs of that era were deeply 
connected to what the Herald termed “a virtual parallel government outside the traditional cabinet 
departments and agencies” that began operating “almost from the day Reagan took office” and included 
military and intelligence operatives as well as many of Reagan’s closest advisers, including then-CIA 
Director William Casey. The Herald further claimed that this “parallel government” had been responsible 
for the Iran-Contra scandal (i.e. “involved in arming the Nicaraguan rebels”) as well as “the drafting of 
martial law plans for national emergencies,” i.e. COG, as well as “the monitoring of U.S. citizens 
considered potential security risks.” This “parallel government” planned to use COG to install itself as the 
ruling power of the country and to detain potential opponents of a U.S. war with Nicaragua in the event 
that the Reagan administration moved to invade the country. 


Other key players in those Reagan-era COG developments, such as former Vice President Dick Cheney, 
former CIA Director James Woosley and former Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld, are also left 
unmentioned in Arkin’s article. Not mentioning Cheney and Rumsfeld are particularly glaring omissions 
given that they were involved in the implementation of aspects of those COG plans that_went live in the 
wake of the September 11 attacks, when both men were serving in key posts in the George W. Bush 
administration. 


While Arkin’s omission of the role of the Reagan administration and leading neoconservatives in the 
development and use of COG is significant, arguably more significant is his failure to mention one of 
COG’s major components, one that has gone essentially unmentioned by well-known media outlets for 
well over a decade — Main Core. 


The government’s database of 
“potential troublemakers” 


When Reagan issued Executive Order 12656, he created COG plans that could be implemented during 
“any national security emergency,” which the E.O. loosely defines as “any occurrence, including natural 
disaster, military attack, technological emergency, or other emergency, that seriously degrades or 
seriously threatens the national security of the United States.” E.O. 12656 also put the National Security 
Council (NSC) in charge of developing and administering COG policies. The NSC official placed in 
charge of this “secret” COG program was Oliver North, whose name would later become infamous for 
the key role he played in the Iran-Contra Scandal. During the Iran-Contra hearings in the late 1980s, then- 
Representative Jack Brooks (D-TX)_attempted to ask the following question to North: “Colonel North, in 
your work at the NSC, were you not assigned at one time to work on plans for the continuity of 
government in the event of a major disaster?” Brooks, however was immediately cut off by Senator 
Daniel Inouye (D-HI), who stated ” I believe that question touches upon a highly sensitive and classified 
area, so may I request that you not touch upon that, sir.” Brooks protested, but North was ultimately not 
required to give an answer. 


As the de facto leader of COG development and planning during the Reagan administration, North 
oversaw the creation of a controversial database that later became known simply as “Main Core.” The 
Main Core database, first built using the stolen PROMIS software (more information on 

PROMIS here and here), was essentially a list of American dissidents and “potential troublemakers.” A 
senior government official with a high-ranking security clearance and service in five presidential 
administrations_described the database to journalist Chris Ketcham in 2008 as follows: 


“A database of Americans, who, often for the slightest and most trivial 
reason, are considered unfriendly, and who, in a time of panic might be 
incarcerated. The database can identify and locate perceived ‘enemies of the 
state’ almost instantaneously. ” 


In 1993, Wired magazine stated that: 


“Using PROMIS, sources point out, North could have drawn up lists of 
anyone ever arrested for a political protest, for example, or anyone who had 
ever refused to pay their taxes. Compared to PROMIS, Richard Nixon 5 
enemies list or Sen. Joe McCarthy s blacklist look downright crude. ” 


Main Core is the aspect of COG that is most often ignored in reporting on these types of plans, with 
Arkin’s article being just a more recent example. While most of the rare mentions of COG in the 
mainstream touch on how those plans would result in the implementation of martial law and the 
suspension of the Constitution, they even more rarely — if ever — mention Main Core. Indeed, the last 


“mainstream” reports on Main Core were written over a decade ago — all in 2008 — by Chris 
Ketcham in Radar, by Scott Horton in Harper s and by Tim Shorrock in Salon. 


Given that COG is now creeping back into mainstream reporting, revisiting Main Core is essential as the 
database still exists and has grown considerably since Oliver North first oversaw its creation in the early 
1980s. In Ketcham’s 2008 article on the subject, he quotes then-senior government officials who said that, 
at the time, the number of “unfriendly” Americans on that database was approximately 8 million. 
Ketcham further notes that, in the event COG is implemented, these individuals could be subject to 
anything ranging from “heightened surveillance and tracking to direct questioning and possibly even 
detention.” 


Tim Shorrock, in his coverage of Main Core, noted that the database was seen in use at the White House 
following the September 11 attacks and there is strong evidence pointing to it having been used by the 
George W. Bush administration to guide its domestic surveillance activities in the post-9/11 era. A 
government official who had told a reporter about having seen the database operational at the White 
House following September 11th “turned white as a sheet” when the reporter mentioned the name “Main 
Core” specifically. Shorrock’s reporting also details how Main Core includes vast amounts of information 
on those “unfriendly” Americans, including the fruits of the vast domestic surveillance programs of the 
NSA and other U.S. federal agencies that continue today and are now set to be expanded due to the 
current coronavirus crisis. 


In_a report written last year on the involvement of U.S. and Israeli intelligence and their private sector 
allies in pushing for new, troubling pre-crime programs, I noted that Main Core is not only available to 
U.S. intelligence but also Israel’s intelligence apparatus and that Israeli intelligence was involved in the 
creation and expansion of Main Core. That report also detailed how Main Core was used by members of 
Reagan’s NSC to blackmail members of Congress, a practice that is likely to have continued under 
subsequent administrations. It also noted how Main Core today likely involves the same software now 
used by every U.S. intelligence agency and numerous other federal agencies that is marketed by Palantir, 
a company created and owned by Trump ally Peter Thiel. Palantir’s software boasts “predictive policing” 
capabilities and tracks a category of person using the label “subversive,” very much in keeping with the 
spirit of Main Core. 


Main Core and Bill Barr’s Power Grab 


Though Main Core was reportedly in use after September 11 to target “unfriendly” individuals for 
increased domestic surveillance, concern that COG plans in the age of coronavirus could take a more 
drastic turn and involve the detention of Americans included in that database now seems more plausible 
than ever. On Saturday,_Politico reported that the Department of Justice has demanded new “emergency 
powers” during the current pandemic and these powers include being able to indefinitely detain 
Americans without trial. Politico also noted that the DOJ’s controversial new requests “span several 
stages of the legal process, from initial arrest to how cases are processed and investigated.” Per the DOJ’s 
requests, indefinite detention would emerge through a new ability whereby the Attorney General or a 
judge could pause court proceedings whenever courts are “fully or partially closed by virtue of any 
natural disaster, civil disobedience, or other emergency situation.” 


What Politico did not include in its report is that current Attorney General William Barr has spent the past 
several months fine-tuning and implementing a “‘pre-crime” program. Officially known as the “National 
Disruption and Early Engagement Program” (DEEP), it aims to “identify, assess and engage” potentially 
violent individuals “before they strike.” Barr first announced this program last October in_an official 
memorandum and therein stated that the program was to be implemented sometime over the course of 
2020 and would involve “an efficient, effective and programmatic strategy to disrupt individuals who are 
mobilizing towards violence, by all lawful means.” 


A training conference for that program took place this past December and involved members of the 
Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of Investigation and “private sector partners.” One recent DOJ 
statement regarding an arrest made last year in Nevada, claimed that that specific case was part of the 
DOJ’s “National Disruption and Early Engagement Program,” suggesting that this program is already in 
use — at least in some parts of the country. 


In his memorandum, Barr further notes that the program’s “early engagement tactics” were “born of the 
posture we adopted with respect to terrorist threats” following the September 11 attacks, essentially 
stating that this pre-crime program will utilize methods from the “War on Terror” domestically and on a 
massive scale. 


Given the context of the current coronavirus crisis, the DOJ’s recent request for sweeping new powers 
and the role of Main Core in COG plans, one part of Barr’s pre-crime memorandum stands out. In the part 
of the document where Barr outlines what actions will be taken once an individual is deemed potentially 
violent or threatening, he writes that those individuals will be subject to detention, court-ordered mental 
health treatment and electronic monitoring, among other measures. 


The possibility of pre-crime detention was also present in the DOJ’s recent request for new “emergency 
powers” in light of the coronavirus crisis, as it specifically asks that those new powers apply to “any 
statutes or rules of procedure otherwise affecting pre-arrest, post-arrest, pre-trial, trial, and post-trial 
procedures in criminal and juvenile proceedings and all civil process and proceedings.” Norman L. 
Reimer, executive director of the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, told Politico that 
the inclusion of the term “pre-arrest” likely means that “you could be arrested and never brought before a 
judge until they decide that the emergency or the civil disobedience is over. I find it absolutely terrifying.” 


Thus, if DOJ is granted these new powers it has requested, the William Barr-led Department of Justice 
will not only be authorized to indefinitely detain Americans without trial, it will be able to detain them 
without any proof of those detainees having committed a crime or even having plans or the intent to 
commit a crime. Instead, the DOJ only needs to argue that the individual was “mobilizing towards 
violence,” an extremely vague phrase that could potentially be used against anyone who expresses 
discontent with the government or government policy. 


Furthermore, with the FBI having recently flagged “conspiracy theorists” (and by extension those who 
distrust or question government narratives of both past and present) as a “domestic terror threat,” the DOJ 
could even make the case that failure to blindly trust government narratives presents a threat to the public 
order. Given that the Main Core database in its current form contains bulk surveillance gathered from 
social media, phone conversations/messaging apps and even financial information (i.e. purchasing 
history, etc.) on Americans deemed unfriendly “often for the slightest and most trivial reason,” this 
unprecedented power grab by the DOJ has an authoritarian and Orwellian potential to target legitimate 
dissent like never before. 


With the specter of COG now snaking its way into mainstream discourse during the coronavirus crisis, it 
is essential that Americans stay vigilant, as these Orwellian and dystopian “solutions” to allegedly protect 
us from the current pandemic have been in place long before COVID-19 made its appearance on the 
world stage or landed on U.S. shores. 


It is also essential to remember that COG, Main Core and the DOJ’s pre-crime program were all created 
and are currently controlled by extremely corrupt and fundamentally untrustworthy individuals who have 
not only_been involved in innumerable scandals over the years, but have also_installed and 

supported some of the most_authoritarian, savage and _horrific dictators the world has ever seen. To 

trust them with such unprecedented and dangerous powers in a period of national confusion and panic is 
tantamount to beckoning the horrors of those dictatorships — past and present — to come home to roost. 
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36 comments 


tofumania says: 
March 23, 2020 at 5:30 pm 


Boycotting “their” base, everything and everyone associated with wall street, FED, and DC is the 
only and effective solution, and it takes least amount of “organizing” efforts, as individual citizens can all decide 
(and change at any moment depending on situations) what, who, and how they do so. 
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Harold Saive says: 
March 24, 2020 at 8:33 am 


What William Barr Isn’t Telling His Questioners — by Jimmy Lohman, 1991 in the Florida Flambeau 
https://justpaste.it/Sxyrl 


(Submitted by Harold Saive — Gainesville, Florida) 
Reply 


Jo Lawrence says: 
March 25, 2020 at 8:23 am 


Very scary stuff. And who among us (I’m in NYC) will do much of anything when the army begins 
to patrol Fifth Avenue and Central Park?? Not many. This nightmare will surely prove the ending of “Three 
Days of Condor” when CIA Director Cliff Robertson tells Robert Redford: “You don’t like what we do. But 
what happens when all the oil in the Middle East is turned off? You think this country will care if we have to 
invade? Not a chance. They’ll just want the oil back. That’s all they will care about. . .” 


And then Redford counters by letting the Director know he’s taking all his info about CIA murders to the NEW 
YORK TIMES! © Guess Sydney Pollock decided to cut out the scene where Redford is then run down by a taxi 
cab as the leaves the NYT building. . . 


So thank the Lord for real journalists like Whitney Webb. Congratulations on your new site! (And your new 
hairstyle.) Really looking forward to the podcast. 
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Rayford Basher says: 
April 9, 2020 at 10:01 am 


Hi. I’m glad he found unlimitedhangout.com website, I really like 
it, the article is very useful and I shared it! In order to survive the hard times 
ahead we found 2 very good books, you can download them here: https://bit.ly/2RIAHdb and 
here: https://bit.ly/3e3Bg59 
Great success with this site! 
Reply 


blog says: 
April 12, 2020 at 9:44 pm 


This is a topic which is near to my heart... 
Cheers! Where are your contact details though? 
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337[A| ix says: 
April 17, 2020 at 4:46 am 


wonderful submit, very informative. I’m wondering why the other specialists of this sector do not 
understand this. You must proceed your writing. I am confident, you’ve a huge readers’ base already! 
Reply 


HHEH EASA says: 
April 17, 2020 at 4:48 am 


Very good blog! Do you have any hints for aspiring writers? I’m planning to start my own website 
soon but I’m a little lost on everything. Would you recommend starting with a free platform like WordPress or 
go for a paid option? There are so many options out there that I’m totally overwhelmed .. Any suggestions? 
Many thanks! 
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Sezrel7tA| x says: 
April 17, 2020 at 4:49 am 


Greetings! Very helpful advice in this particular post! It’s the little changes that will make the 
biggest changes. Many thanks for sharing! 
Reply 


blog3001 says: 
April 22, 2020 at 7:13 am 


I’m gone to convey my little brother, that he should also pay a visit this web site on regular basis to 
take updated from most recent reports. 
Reply 


Marchelle Steckel says: 
May 4, 2020 at 6:27 pm 


I’ve been looking for this kind of article is great and 
let me help someone, how i end anxiety and panic attacks here: 
https://bit.ly/2K YwZ5H 
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Lavette Verona says: 
May 12, 2020 at 3:27 pm 


I couldn’t resist commenting. Very well written! 
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Dorthey Archilla says: 

May 18, 2020 at 9:36 pm 

I appreciate your wp web template, exactly where did you down load it through? 
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HFHS YH] says: 
May 19, 2020 at 4:47 pm 


I have read so many posts regarding the blogger lovers except this paragraph 
is genuinely a pleasant piece of writing, 

keep it up. 
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kikki k travel wallet says: 
May 27, 2020 at 9:23 am 


Hello there, just became alert to your website through Google, and found that it is actually really 
informative. I’m likely to look out for brussels. I am going to appreciate when you continue this from now on. 
Many people will be took advantage of your writing. Cheers! 
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Ezequiel Ohr says: 
May 28, 2020 at 3:47 am 


Pretty amazing post. I just stumbled upon your blog and wished to say that I’ve really enjoyed 
browsing your article. After all I’ll be subscribing to your rss feed and I hope you write again soon! 
Reply 


ClaudWFulena says: 
May 28, 2020 at 11:01 am 


Simply desire to say your article is as astounding. The clarity in your post is simply nice and i could 
assume you are an expert on this subject. Fine with your permission let me to grab your feed to keep up to date 
with forthcoming post. Thanks a million and please carry on the enjoyable work. 
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Francis Lupold says: 
May 28, 2020 at 3:01 pm 


amazing post. I just stumbled upon your post and wished to say that I’ve really enjoyed reading 
your blog posts. After all I’ll be subscribing to your rss feed and I hope you write again soon! 
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ring binder wallet says: 
May 29, 2020 at 5:31 am 


Hello, I think your site might be having browser compatibility issues. When I look at your blog site 
in Firefox, it looks fine but when opening in Internet Explorer, it has some overlapping. I just wanted to give you 
a quick heads up! Other then that, fantastic blog! 
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DamienHChino says: 
May 31, 2020 at 6:57 am 


What’s up, its fastidious piece of writing regarding media print, we all be aware of media is a wonderful source 
of facts. 
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LuigiLWilden says: 
June 4, 2020 at 12:31 pm 


Hello! This can be my first holiday to your blog site! We are a group of volunteers and starting a 
whole new project inside a community in the same niche. Your blog provided us beneficial information to 
operate on. You may have done a wonderful job! 
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BernieNMrnak says: 

June 5, 2020 at 2:48 am 

Very good article. I definitely appreciate this amazing site. Keep writing! 
Reply 


RonKAntrican says: 
June 7, 2020 at 8:26 am 


Good post. I learn something new and challenging on sites I stumbleupon everyday. It will always 
be helpful to read through articles from other writers and use a little something from their sites. 
Reply 


LongSLopaz says: 
June 8, 2020 at 4:36 am 


Wow, marvelous blog layout! How long have you been blogging for? you make blogging look easy. 
The overall look of your web site is wonderful, let alone the content! 
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YurikoLColly says: 
June 8, 2020 at 4:14 pm 


Very nice post. I really discovered your blog and wished to say that I actually have truly enjoyed 
browsing your blog posts. In any case I will be subscribing for your rss feed and i also i do hope you write again 
soon! 
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AsiaI Wittich says: 
June 9, 2020 at 4:54 pm 


My spouse and I stumbled over here different website and thought I may as well check things out. I 
enjoy things i see so now i°m following you. Anticipate taking a look at your web page for any second time. 
Reply 


OrvalJFaglie says: 
June 11, 2020 at 6:33 am 


This is the right webpage for anyone who wishes to find out about 
this topic. You know a whole lot its almost tough to argue with you (not that I really will 
need to HaHa). You definitely put a fresh spin on a topic which 
has been discussed for ages. Excellent stuff, just excellent! 


Feel free to visit my web site ... OrvalJFaglie 
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Range Cooker Hood 100Cm says: 
June 12, 2020 at 11:17 am 


Nice replies in return with this question with real arguments 
and explaining the whole thing regarding that. 


my site Range Cooker Hood 100Cm 
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g says: 
June 15, 2020 at 6:31 pm 


Wow, wonderful blog layout! How long have you been blogging for? 


you made blogging look easy. The overall look of your website 
is excellent, let alone the content! 
Reply 


g says: 
June 16, 2020 at 4:00 am 


Have you ever thought about including a little bit more than just your 
articles? I mean, what you say is important 
and all. Nevertheless imagine if you added some great photos or video clips to give your 
posts more, “pop”! Your content is excellent but with images and video clips, this website could definitely be 
one 
of the best in its niche. Terrific blog! 
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g says: 
June 17, 2020 at 10:34 am 


Pretty! This was a really wonderful post. Thank you for providing these details. 
Reply 


KeniaHNadell says: 
June 19, 2020 at 5:10 am 


Way cool! Some very valid points! I appreciate you 
penning this post and the other parts of the 
website is extremely good. 


Here is my blog KeniaHNadell 
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John says: 
August 4, 2020 at 1:10 pm 


This type of power should not be entrusted to anyone, even if they have a spotless past: 
“Tt is also essential to remember that COG, Main Core and the DOJ’s pre-crime program were all created and are 
currently controlled by extremely corrupt and fundamentally untrustworthy individuals who have not only been 
involved in innumerable scandals over the years, but have also installed and supported some of the most 
authoritarian, savage and horrific dictators the world has ever seen.” 
Absolute power corrupts absolutely! 
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ndt inspection says: 
February 14, 2021 at 5:24 am 


That’s interesting, you have done a great job. Thanks for sharing. 
ndt inspection 
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FRIA USF says: 
May 24, 2021 at 9:05 am 


As the titles says, more gambling fun is about to appear in Maryland totalling the overall quantity of 


up to 631 items despite the fact that other gambling vendors tend to decrease their slots quantity. FH =H YS 
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